
Nature hike
Ivy Tech Community College - Columbus biology 

faculty members are offering a free local nature hike 
once a month for anyone interested in learning more 
about the natural environment around them. The 
nature hikes are the first Saturday of every month.

May’s nature hike will be at 7:30 a.m. May 7 at the 
Driftwood Public Fishing Area, 8825 S. U.S. 31, 
Edinburgh.

Ivy Tech Columbus faculty member Dr. Tom Sobat 
will lead the hike and provide information about birds 
and wildflowers.

Hikes are open to all community members. Anyone 
interested in participating can meet at the first parking 
area at the fishing site. Ivy Tech will have several pairs 
of binoculars available but encourages anyone who 
owns binoculars to bring them.

For more information, contact Sobat at tsobat@
ivytech.edu

Cheerleading tryouts
Incoming Edinburgh Community Middle School 

seventh and eighth graders are invited to join open 
gym and cheerleading tryouts. Open gym is May 5 and 
6, 7-8 p.m. This time will be used to learn the material. 
Those who want to try out must attend both days of 
open gym.

Tryouts are May 7, 7-9 a.m. Students will need to 
do toe touch and jump of choice, a chant and a cheer.

Farmers market
Applications for the Edinburgh Farmers Market are 

available at the John R Drybread Community Center, 
100 E. Main Cross St. The market will run on 
Thursdays 4-7 p.m. starting June 2 through Sept. 28.

WHAT’S UP?

“Some people have no idea what they’re 
doing, and a lot of them are really good at it.”

— George Carlin
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The shockwaves of overdose death 
keep rippling through the Edinburgh 
community.

Misty Hogan has experienced the pain of 
losing people she loved and people she 
knew, whose lives have ended due to drug 
overdose. Heroin, opioid pills and now fen-
tanyl have touched so many in the small 
town of about 5,000 people.

“To see all of the families around here 
go through the heartache after the death 
of someone they love, it’s terrible,” Hogan 
said. “I’ve seen too many people over-
dose.”

Like so many communities across the 
country, Edinburgh finds itself fighting 
back against addiction and overdose 
deaths. Police officers and emergency 
medical personnel receive calls regularly 
for overdoses, and always carry naloxone, 
a drug also known as Narcan that can 
reverse an opioid overdose until a person 
can receive medical help.

In one weekend in late March, police 
responded to five separate overdose emer-
gencies, police chief Doyne Little said.

Officials and residents are working as 
best they can to stem the deadly tide. In 
mid-April, Edinburgh installed a 
NaloxBox, a box filled with life-saving nal-
oxone, that is available 24 hours a day.

The installation is a significant step, 
which officials hope sets an example for 
other cities and towns in the county.

“We’re trying to get that promotion out 
there, because we’re losing kids,” Little 
said. “They’re dying.”

The past two years have seen an abun-
dance of opioid overdose deaths through-
out Johnson County. In 2019, the county 
reported 19 deaths for any opioid drug. 
That number jumped to 57 people in 2020, 

and 31 deaths in 2021.
Edinburgh reported two overdose deaths 

in 2021, and one so far in 2022, said Mike 
Pruitt, Johnson County coroner.

Medical personnel are also reversing 
more overdoses with naloxone. In 2020, the 
county reported 382 incidents that involved 
naloxone administration. EMS gave 470 
doses in 2021.

Through the first three months of 2022, 
EMTs are reporting 94 incidents involving 
naloxone.

While heroin and other opioid-based sub-
stances have increasingly become an epi-
demic, the introduction of fentanyl has 
been an unparalleled tragedy, Little said. 
The prescription pain reliever is 80 to 100 
times more powerful than morphine, and 
is increasingly found in numerous sub-
stances from cocaine to methamphetamine 

to heroin.
“It’s not so much an opioid epidemic 

anymore, it’s a fentanyl epidemic,” Little 
said. “It’s going in everything. You can’t 
see it, so you don’t know.”

On April 6, the Drug Enforcement 
Administration sent a letter to federal, 
state, and local law enforcement partners 
warning of a nationwide spike in fentanyl-
related mass-overdose events.

“Drug traffickers are driving addiction, 
and increasing their profits, by mixing fen-
tanyl with other illicit drugs. Tragically, 
many overdose victims have no idea they 
are ingesting deadly fentanyl, until it’s too 
late,” said DEA Administrator Anne 
Milgram.

Little and his department have seen that 

FIGHTING BACK
Edinburgh takes action to prevent overdose deaths

PHOTO BY RYAN TRARES/DAILY JOURNAL

From left, Edinburgh residents Misty Hogan and Haley Roberts, and Edinburgh police offi-
cer Jimmy Roberts, stand outside the NaloxBox mounted in downtown Edinburgh. The box 
contains doses of naloxone, which can reverse an opioid overdose and save someone’s 
life. The box is accessible 24 hours a day. It is the first NaloxBox set up in Johnson County.

SEE OPIOIDS, PAGE 6
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ObiTUARiES
70 years ago: New officers for the 

Edinburg American Legion are Everett 
Brown, commander; Ebert True, 1st vice 
commander; and Ralph Lemley, 2nd vice 
commander.

65 years ago: The Edinburg Order of 
Rainbow appoints Norma Stants as Worthy 
Advisor and Wilma Burton as Worthy 
Associate Advisor in their meeting at the 
Masonic Temple. 

60 years ago: Student Council officers for 
next year are: Larry Eads, president; 
Brenda Bensheimer, vice president; Karlyn 
Thure, secretary, and Lydia Eads, treasur-
er.

55 years ago: The Edinburg Exchange 
Club announces that Edinburg senior 
David Campbell, Son of Mr. and Mrs. Otis 
Campbell, has been named boy of the 
month for May.

50 years ago: The Edinburg Lions Club 
announces that Edinburg senior Sheila 
Price, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Wright Jr., has been named girl of the 
month for May.

45 years ago: Edinburg juniors Peggy 
Cecil and David Bowers are crowned as 
Junior Prom Queen and King for the 
Edinburg Community High School Junior-
Senior prom.

GOOd Old dAyS
EDINBURGH

Loretta Hansford
Loretta Edna Hansford, 78, passed away 

at her residence in Edinburgh early Friday 
morning, April 29, 2022.

She was born on Nov. 
10, 1943 in Bloomington, 
to Ollie and Nita F. 
(Brown) Hall. Loretta 
married Joseph Lee 
Hansford on May 2, 1969. 
He lovingly survives. She 
is also survived by two 
sons, Brian Neil Hansford 
of Shelby County and 
Jason Michael Hansford 
(Jessica) of Shelby 
County; two grandchil-
dren, Taylor Michelle Hansford and Ryder 
James Lee Hansford. Also surviving are 
her siblings, Gladys Witt, Indianapolis, 
Jackie Hansford (Harold), Shelbyville, 
Herbert Hall, Franklin, Jeanette Payne 
(Gary), Bloomington and Larry Hall, 
Indianapolis. 

She was preceded in passing by her par-
ents and siblings, Richard Wykoff, Harry 
Hall, Martina Hall, Carolyn Marie Hall, 
Edith Gail Wykoff and Rodeena Hall 
Morgan.

She attended school in Nineveh and 
graduated from Franklin High School.

Loretta was a homemaker. She enjoyed 
sewing, knitting and crocheting. She also 
enjoyed gardening and canning for her 
family. She loved dachshunds.

Chaplain Perry Anderson will conduct a 
celebration of life service for Loretta on 
Wednesday, May 4, at 1 p.m. at Flinn and 
Maguire Funeral Home, 2898 N. Morton 
St., (U.S. 31 North) in Franklin with visita-
tion on Wednesday, May 4 from 11 a.m. to 
time of service at 1 p.m. at the funeral 
home. Burial will be at Miller Cemetery in 
Shelby County.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Shelbyville/Shelby County Animal 
Shelter, 705 Hale Road, Shelbyville, IN 
46176.

Expressions of caring and kindness may 
be received to the family at www.flinnma-
guire.net

COLUMBUS

Dakota Isley
Dakota Jordan Lee Isley, 23, of 

Columbus, died on Wednesday, April 27, 
2022. He was born on May 8, 1998 to 
Howard Lee Isley, and Pepper Elaine 
Robertson. He married his beloved bride, 
Laura Ellen Wilson Isley, on Nov. 17, 2018.

Dakota struggled with epilepsy, since his 
diagnosis at 17, which ultimately took his 
life.

Dakota was a man of God. He attended 

both Rivers of Living Waters Church and 
Covenant Family Worship Church. During 
his free time, he enjoyed playing video 
games and participating 
in sports. He was very 
competitive and was on 
the varsity baseball team 
at Brown County High 
School. His greatest 
loves were his wife and 
children.

He is survived by his 
wife; his parents; his 
stepmother, Arnettie Sue 
Robertson; his children, 
Kayden Joseph Lee Isley 
and Esther Mayleigh Isley; his brothers, 
Chad Lee Isley, of Franklin and Charles 
Dewayne Jeffrey Isley, of Brown County; 
his sisters, Summer Dawn Isley of 
Edinburgh and Kendra Alexis Lee Isley of 
Brown County; his grandfather, Kenneth 
Alan Haywood of Brown County; his great-
grandmother, Judith Ann Abbott of Brown 
County; and many nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, aunts and uncles.

Services will be at 1 pm on Thursday, 
May 5 at Jewell-Rittman Family Funeral 
Home with Pastor Dennis Collins officiat-
ing. Calling hours will be from 10 a.m. 
until the time of service. Burial will be at 
Garland Brook Cemetery.

Friends and family may make memorial 
contributions to the funeral home to assist 
with Dakota’s funeral expenses.

You are invited to view his video tribute, 
light a virtual candle and send a message 
to the family via the funeral home website, 
www.jewellrittman.com.

NINEVEH

Ruby McGaha
Ruby (Warren) McGaha, 87, of Nineveh, 

stepped into eternal life with her Lord and 
Savior Jesus on April 28, 2022 at 
Community Hospital 
South in Indianapolis. 

Ruby was a precious 
gem to all who knew her 
just as her name implies. 

She was born Aug. 11, 
1934 in Knifley, Kentucky. 
She was the daughter of 
Clyde and Delta Jane 
(Burton) Warren. She 
married Eugene McGaha 
on Feb. 20, 1953 and he 
preceded her in death on 
Sept. 23, 2011.

Ruby showed unconditional love to all 
her children who survive; son, Vernon 
“Bernie” (Gina) McGaha of Nineveh; 
daughters, Karen (Richard) Million of 
Franklin and Leisa (Layman) Boyd of 
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SEE OBITS, PAGE 6

Athlete of the week
Sophomore baseball 

player Gabe Bennett was 
named the Horizon Bank 
Student Athlete of the 
Week. Gabe earned the 
first pitching victory of 
his career against GCA, 
10-7. Gabe struck out six 
batters and gave up three 
earned runs for the victo-
ry.

Before- and after-school program
Edinburgh Parks & Rec offers a Before 

& After School Enrichment Program at its 
Rec Center for East Side Elementary 
School students. Activities start at 6 a.m. 
before school and run until 5:30 p.m. after 
school. Transportation to and from school 
is provided. Activities include homework 

time and help, snacks and fun.
Info: Elissa Day, B.A.S.E. coordinator, 

812-526-3535, ext. 4, or eday@edinburgh.
in.us

Past yearbooks now online
You can view yearbooks from 1920 and 

up on ECSC’s website. Go to the alumni 
page at https://www.ecsc.k12.in.us/about_
us/alumni

The alumni plan to continue to add more 
yearbooks as they get them. If you have a 
yearbook that is not on the site, please 
send an email to bstraugh@ecsc.k12.in.us.

GED classes
High School Equivalency (GED) classes 

meet twice a week at Edinburgh 
Community High School.

Contact Julie Redd, 317-392-2197, to learn 
more about the program.

Legal Aid to have phone clinic
Legal Aid will have a free Legal Aid 

Phone Clinic for residents of its eight coun-
ty district on May 10, which includes 
Bartholomew, Johnson and Shelby coun-
ties. The phone clinic will be from 3 to 5:30 
p.m. though registration is required 
between noon and 2 p.m.

The clinic utilizes local volunteer attor-
neys, offering free legal consultations to 
low-income individuals who might not oth-
erwise be able to afford an attorney.

Individuals can expect to receive a brief 
consultation to answer general questions, 
offer legal information, or to receive other 
limited advice, over the phone. Individuals 
seeking legal consultation must register by 
calling 812-378-0358 on May 10, between 
noon an 2 p.m. A volunteer attorney will 
return calls to registered individuals 
between 3 and 5:30 p.m. 

Individuals must be available to answer 

a call from an attorney. 

Edinburgh Alumni Banquet
The Edinburgh Alumni Banquet will be 

held May 21 at the Edinburgh Community 
High School.

The Alumni Association will honor the 
50-year class of 1972, the 25-year class of 
1997 and the graduating class of 2022.

A social hour will be held in the high 
school gymnasium area for reminiscing, 
beginning at 5 p.m.

Dinner, provided by Edinburgh Lion’s 
Club, will be held in the cafeteria at 6 p.m.

Tickets will go on sale April 15 and can 
be purchased, for $12, at the Edinburgh 
Wright-Hageman Public Library, 
Sherman’s Barber Shop, or by contacting 
Cathy Hamm at 812-343-4352.

An alumni gathering will be held at the 
Edinburgh American Legion following the 
banquet.

cOMMUNiTy cHATTER

bENNETT
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Lancer tennis won another match, 
varsity golf carded two wins ... 
almost — more just below ... and the 

Edinburgh varsity softball team notched 
three victories in the week.

Now for that “almost” golf victory. 
Playing at Brown County on April 25, the 
Lancers and Eagles actually tied with 
identical scores of 195.  In the event of a 
tie you go down through the roster to try 
to get to a team that has the advantage. In 
this case, that happened to be Brown 
County. Edinburgh’s Max Blandford was 
the match medalist with a 41. Trevor Moon 
shot 46, Mason Calhoun 52, Devyn Milburn 
56, Keegan Smith 58, Wyatt Burton 59 and 
Ian Buchanan 61.

Also riding the bus on Monday evening 
was the Lancer tennis team as they went 
to Rushville. There they were able to take 
a very impressive 4-1 victory. Bethany 
Burton was victorious at number one sin-
gles, 6-3, 6-2, Jessica Walsh took the win at 
number two singles, 6-4, 7-5, and Jillian 
Turner lost at number three, 1-6, 2-6. Both 
doubles teams were winners with Alyssa 
Funkhouser and Peyton Bryant winning at 
number one, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4, as did Zoey Sida 
and Gracie Myers at number two, 6-0, 6-0.

On the evening of April 26, Timbergate 
was the site of the Lancers hosting Trinity 
Lutheran, Beech Grove and Medora. The 
good guys came out on top with ease, win-
ning with a 191 to Trinity’s 217, Beech 
Grove’s 227, and Medora failed to field a 
complete team. Max Blandford was the co-
medalist in this one with a 44. Trevor 
Moon shot 48, Devyn Milburn 49, Mason 
Calhoun 50, Cash Cunningham 54, Watt 
Burton 57, Keegan Smith 65 and Devin 
Hamilton 69.

The Lancer track & field team played 
host to both Waldron and Morristown on 
that Tuesday with the Lancers defeating 
Waldron but placing second to Morristown. 
Individually, Blaze Jensen won the high 
jump, Jackson Hartwell won the 110 meter 
high hurdles and was second in the long 
jump, Braylon Bryant won the 200 meter 
dash and was second in the 100, Enrique 
Callejas won the 300 meter low hurdles, 
Irving Luis-Orozco came in second in the 
3200 meter run and was fourth in the 800 
meter run, Austin Brockman took third in 
the long jump and placed fourth in the 400 
meter dash, Anduan Chavez came in third 
in the 1600 meter run, Brian Callejas was 
third in the 200 meter dash, and Ethan 
Campbell placed fourth in the 1600 meter 
run. Edinburgh’s 1600 meter relay team of 
Enrique Callejas, Jensen, Bryant and 
Hartwell took a second place finish.

Wednesday evening had the softball 
Lancers playing the Eminence Eels at the 

Steve Hollenbeck Athletic Complex.  
Edinburgh jumped on the visitors scoring 
four runs in their half of the opening 
inning and that proved to be more than 
enough as they won, 7-0. Kyah Streeval 
and Gracie Crawhorn each tallied three 
base hits and each homered.  Streeval 
knocked in three Edinburgh runs and 
Crawhorn one.  Alix Streeval had two hits 
on the night and Zaza Nelson had an RBI.  
MacKenzie Bieker went the distance for 
the win, striking out 15 Eminence batters 
in the shutout.

Golf was back at Timbergate on 
Thursday, taking on an excellent 
Greenwood Christian team. The Lancers 
fell in this one, 155-193.  Max Blandford led 
the Lancers with a 42, Trevor Moon was 
right on his heels with a 43, Mason 
Calhoun shot 51, Cash Cunningham 57, 
Wyatt Burton 58, Devin Hamilton 66, 
Keegan Smith 67.

Both of Edinburgh bat and ball teams 
were in action with MHC games at 
Morristown on Thursday. The softball 
team held what looked to be a comfortable 
11-0 lead through four and a half innings.  
The Yellow Jackets then touched the 
Lancers for seven runs in the bottom of 
the fourth. Edinburgh was then able to 
score one in the fifth, two in the sixth, and 
four more in the seventh to hang on for an 
18-11 victory.  Kyah Streeval once again 
had a three-hit night as did MacKenzie 
Bieker with two of Bieker’s being round-
trippers.  Gracie Crawhorn, Carly Cowan, 
and Angel Carman each added a pair of 
base hits. Bieker drove in four runs on the 
night, Kyah Streeval three, and Crawhorn 
two. Alix Streeval, Caitlyn Hardman, 
Carman, Jasmine Hester, and Zaza Nelson 
each had one RBI.  Bieker took the win 
from the pitching circle, fanning 17 Yellow 
Jacket batters along the way.

The Lancer baseball team took an early 
1-0 lead in their game, then gave up two 
runs to Morristown in the bottom of the 
first inning. Edinburgh tied it in the third, 
went up by a run in the fourth, then gave 
up runs in the fifth and seventh to fall to 
the Yellow Jackets, 4-3. Riley Palmeter 
collected two hits while Jarrett Turner and 
Travis Jones each had one. Jones had 
Edinburgh’s only RBI. Jones was 
Edinburgh’s starting pitcher, allowing just 
one earned run in his six and a third 
innings. He struck out 10 Morristown bat-
ters. Ian Buchanan took the loss on the hill 
giving up an earned run in the seventh.

The Edinburgh track team traveled to 
Eastern Hancock on Thursday night to 
compete in an eight team meet. Though 
they didn’t do well team wise, scoring for 
the Lancers Braylon Bryant brought home 
a third in the 200 meter dash and a sixth 
in the 100, and Irving Luis-Orozco placed 
seventh in the 3200 meter run. The 400 
meter relay team of Enrique Callejas, 
Blaze Jensen, Bryant, and Jackson 
Hartwell placed fifth, and the 3200 meter 
relay team of Brian Callejas, Anduan 
Chavez, Cole White, and Luis-Orozco came 
in seventh.

Back at home on Friday in this two 
game set, the varsity softball girls decided 
to not let things get close, defeating 
Morristown 15-0 in five innings. Gracie 
Crawhorn led the offense in this game 
with two hits, including a home run and 
four RBIs.  Caitlyn Hardman and Jasmine 
Hester each drove home two Edinburgh 
runs while Alix Streeval, Kyah Streeval, 
MacKenzie Bieker, and Carly Cowan each 
knocked in one.

Baseball didn’t fare nearly as well as 
they fell to Morristown, 9-0. Gabe Bennett 
suffered the loss on the mound despite 
allowing just seven hits and striking out 10 
Yellow Jacket batters.  Landen Burton had 
three base hits for the Lancers and Riley 
Palmeter one.

Sectionals
The IHSAA held the sectional draw for 

both softball and baseball on Sunday eve-
ning. With dates and times not yet set, the 
girls will face Indy Lutheran in the open-

ing game of the Lutheran sectional while 
the boys will play Waldron in the tourna-
ment’s fourth game at Morristown.

On tap
Wednesday
MS track & field vs. Hauser and Southwestern at 

Southwestern, 4:30 p.m.
Varsity baseball, at home vs. Southwestern, 5 

p.m.
Thursday
Varsity golf at Whiteland, 4 p.m.
Varsity track & field at North Decatur, 4:30 p.m.
Varsity tennis at Trinity Lutheran, 5 p.m.
Varsity baseball, at home vs. Trinity Lutheran, 

5:30 p.m.
Varsity softball, at home vs. Indian Creek, 5:30 

p.m.
Saturday
Varsity golf at Hauser Invitational, 9 a.m.
Monday
Varsity golf vs. Hauser and North Decatur at 

North Decatur, 4:30 p.m.
Varsity baseball, at  home vs. Genesis United,   

5:30 p.m.
Varsity tennis, at  home vs. Southwestern, 4:30 

p.m.
Varsity track & field at South Decatur, 5 p.m.
Tuesday 
Varsity tennis at Morristown, 4:30 p.m.
Varsity softball  vs. Indy Marlins Home School at 

Shambaugh Park, 5 p.m.
Varsity track & field,  MHC at Southwestern, 5 

p.m.
Varsity baseball at Crothersville, 5:30 p.m.

School

• Expert Rooter Service  
• Drain Cleaning
• High Pressure Water Jetting 
• Camera & Line Locating 
•  Sewer & Water Line

Repair & ReplacementFamily Owned, Locally Operated!
812-526-4080

Free Estimates!
“Legendary service at a Legendary price!”

Legend Service Company, LLCLegend Service Company, LLC
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R&R Technologies A ROTATIONAL MOLDING
MANUFACTURING PLANT

NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS
Full Time — 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts available

DIRECT HIRE — Come Work for Us!
APPLY IN PERSON

7560 E. County Line Road, Edinburgh, IN
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Brian Ingels is an industrial arts teacher at 
Edinburgh Community High School. Send com-
ments to Edinburgh Courier, P.O. Box 699, 
Franklin, IN 46131, courier@dailyjournal.net.

Softball wins three games, tennis and golf also victorious

lancer Notebook

Brian Ingels

Edinburgh Courier
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Historic churches

118 E. Main Cross Street, Edinburgh
850-371-0377

www.homeagainfl owersandgifts.com

We will be open 
Mother’s Day 
Saturday 8-5, 
Sunday 9-1

Mother’s 
Day
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Home Again 
Flowers and Gift

PHOTO BY SARABETH DRYBREAD

Clockwise from above: Visitors enter Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church. Ruth Freese shares the history of Edinburgh  
Presbyterian Church. Tourists exiting Holy Trinity get an 
ice-cream sundae prepared by congregation members. 
The sanctuary at Edinburgh Christian Church. Participants 
on the tour rode a wagon between stops. Pastor Jason 
Hyer of Edinburgh United Methodist Church talks about 
the building’s history.

n April 23, tourists enjoyed 
a Historic Church Tour, 
part of Edinburgh’s 
Bicentennial programs. 
Participating churches 
were Holy Trinity Catholic 

Church, Edinburgh United Methodist 
Church, First Christian Church and 
Edinburgh Presbyterian Church. 
Each church prepared a presentation 
and shared historical artifacts. Holy 
Trinity provided free ice-cream sun-
daes and the Presbyterian Church 
demonstrated their organ.

Tours will be offered again during 
the Christmas season. 

Follow the Bicentennial social media 
at www.facebook.com/EdinburghIN200 
and the Bicentennial page on the town 
website at edinburgh.in.us.

O



500 Memorial Drive
Edinburgh, IN Raffl e License #000222

Opens at 11 A.M.

PROGRESSIVE
RAFFLE $5.00

PERTICKET

STARS & STRIPES

Mell’s Little Bake Shop & Café
Open M-F 11am til 2pm, Friday Nite Dinner 6pm-8pm

Masks are optional for all members and their guests.

JACKPOT for 5/4/2022

Tickets must be purchased prior to drawing at 9pm

$17,289.25

.50 Cents off Liquor, Every Monday 
.50 Cents off Beer Every Tuesday

May 6: Fundraiser to pay dues
 for Deployed Members

Pulled Pork & Sides 6-8:30pm
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CLOSED MOTHER’S DAY MAY 8TH

15 minutes that could
save your life

Great care starts here.

Call 317.346.3750
JohnsonMemorial.org

�49 Heart Scan
This simple, painless and potentially life-saving test takes just 15 minutes. Call and 
schedule today, especially if you have:

 A family history of heart disease
 High blood pressure
 High cholesterol
 A history of smoking or you are overweight
 Diabetes
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AT THE Pixy
GARdEN cElEbRATiON

The Edinburgh Pixy Theatre will present a night of stand-
up comedy Friday. Happy Place Comedy will feature Jeffrey 
Bodard and Robert Hay-Smith. Ticket prices are $15-$20. 

The theater is at 111 S. Walnut St. Unless noted, shows are 
at 7 p.m. and admission is $10. Information/purchase tickets: 
812-526-6513, www.TheEdinburghPixy.com or advance tickets 
for some shows at www.brownpapertickets.com 

Upcoming shows: 
May 6: Happy Place Comedy with Jeffrey Bodart 
May 14: Wyatt Massingille (country) 
June 11: Mike Milligan and Steam Shovel (blues) 
June 16: Auditions for Fairy Tale Theater, 6:30 p.m. on 

Thursdays. 
July 9: Bomar and Ritter (folk, pop) 
Aug. 13: Magician Jordan Rooks 
Aug. 20: Kevin Stonerock 
Nov. 13: Fairy Tale Theater musical, 2:30 p.m. Freewill 

donation

Edinburgh Courier
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greater Edinburgh area.  
Published by: Daily Journal

P.O. Box 699, Franklin, IN 46131

All content © 2022, DAILY JOURNAL. 
All rights reserved. No portion of this 
publication may be reproduced in any 
form without permission from the pub-

lisher, except as permitted by U.S. copy-
right law.

The Johnson County Garden Club will 
host Garden Celebration XVII: Watch Your 
Garden Grow, May 7 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Johnson County Fairgrounds, 250 
Fairground St., Franklin. 

Enhance your garden 
with tips from profes-
sionals regarding 
roses, daylilies, trees 
and much more 
with 40-plus gar-
den-related ven-
dors and semi-
nars. 

Admission is 
$2 at the door. 

Seminars: 
l 10:30 a.m. 

Bret Clement, 
Founder of Clement 
Daylily Gardens, 
expert in Daylily 
Hybridization, “Growing 
and Breeding Daylilies” 

l 11:30 a.m. Bob Bruner, Purdue 
Extension Educator (Clay/Owen counties), 
“Wild about Roses” 

l 12:30 p.m. Brooke Alford, Urban 
Agriculture Educator, Marion County 
Purdue Extension. “Embracing Indiana’s 
Native Plants” 

l 1:30 p.m. Sara High, Forestry 
Education Specialist, Woods on Wheels, 

DNR, “Shrubs and Trees in the Garden” 
Note: Seminar attendance qualifies for 

Purdue Master Gardener education hours. 
Other events: 

l 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Andrea 
Quigley, Education 

Director of Providence 
Wildlife 

Rehabilitation, 
Northwest 
Indianapolis will 
have a booth fea-
turing urban rap-
tors in Central 
Indiana 

l Festive court-
yard and live 

music all day. 
l The Garden 

Café, featuring selec-
tions from Geri Girl 

Bakery of Edinburgh, will 
provide breakfast and lunch for 

purchase. 
Free giveaways include seed packets and 

tree seedlings while supplies last. 
For information, call Carolyn Williams 

at 317-736-8080 or email jcgardenclub@
gmail.com. 

Visit the Johnson County Garden Club 
Facebook page for updates.
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Nineveh; grandchildren, Corey (Kim 
Logan) McGaha, Curtis (Mel) McGaha, 
Derek (Chasity Patchon) Million, Whitney 
(Corey) Meyers, and Logan Boyd; great-
grandchildren, Vivee Rea McGaha, 
Dawson Dale McGaha, Ava Meyers, Cole 
Meyers, Connor Meyers, Sophia Million, 
Luke Million, Anthony and Laelah; brother, 
Bobby Joe (Shirley) Warren of Kissimmee, 
Florida; and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, husband and sisters, Rosetta Huber 
Rhude and Rachel Metcalf, and several 
nieces, nephews and cousins.

Ruby was a faithful servant of Christ and 
was a charter member of the Edinburgh 
Separate Baptist Church in Edinburgh, 
where she served many years as an adult 
Sunday school teacher. 

She enjoyed playing cards with her 
friends and fellow members of Nineveh 
Senior Citizen Center. 

She retired in 1996 from Johnson 
Memorial Hospital in Franklin, where she 
started as a licensed practical nurse and 
later became an echocardiogram techni-
cian.

She enjoyed spending time with her fam-
ily, especially her grandkids, traveling, 
crossword puzzles, reading, house clean-
ing, and cooking for her family.

A funeral service was conducted by the 
Rev. Danny Bailey at Edinburgh Separate 
Baptist Church. Burial was at Rest Haven 
Cemetery in Edinburgh.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Edinburgh Separate Baptist Church.

Arrangements were made by Eskew-
Eaton Funeral Home in Edinburgh.

EDINBURGH

Rollin Rooks
Rollin L. “Shorty” Rooks, 87 of 

Edinburgh, passed away April 24, 2022 at 

Community Hospital South in Indianapolis. 
He was born Feb. 14, 1935 in Columbia, 
Kentucky. He was the son of Welby Lee 
Rooks and Myrtle (Rooks) Alley. He mar-
ried Doris J. (Grider) 
Rooks on July 3, 1958 and 
she preceded him in 
death on April 24, 2011.

He is survived by son, 
Daniel “Weasel” (Salli) 
Rooks of Edinburgh; 
daughters, Brenda 
(David) Maraman of 
Sarasota, Florida and 
Stacy Toler of 
Edinburgh; five grand-
children; nine great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-grandson; brothers, Avery 
Rooks of Columbia, Kentucky, Gene 
(Polly) Rooks of Edinburgh, Holland 
(Kathy) Rooks of Kentucky and Alvin 
Rooks of Kentucky; sisters, Ida Pearl 
Bryant of Edinburgh, Bonnie (Norman) 
Shelton of Kentucky, Judy (Ernest) 
Wilkins of Kentucky and Dotty Levine of 
Kentucky.

He was preceded in death by his parents; 
wife; sons, Ronnie “Poochie” Toler and 
Ronald Rooks; daughter, Barbara “Bobbie” 
Toler; brothers, Charles Curtis “CC” Rooks, 
Tyler Rooks,and Welby Rooks, Jr., and sis-
ters, Cecil Burton and Ruth Burton.

Rollin owned Rooks Logging and was a 
life-long logger. He was awarded the 
Indiana Logger of the Year. He also owned 
Rooks General Store and served as a spe-
cial deputy for Edinburgh Police 
Department.

He loved his family and grandkids very 
much. He enjoyed watching his grandkids 
play sports, loved going to auctions, work-
ing with his hands, fixing furniture, and 
growing fruits and vegetables.

A funeral service was conducted by the 
Rev. Randy Denton. Burial was at Rest 
Haven Cemetery in Edinburgh.

Arrangements were made by Eskew-
Eaton Funeral Home in Edinburgh.

first-hand.
“We’ve had some overdose deaths, and I 

can tell you that they were known users 
that shouldn’t have had fentanyl on board. 
But they did,” he said. “They thought they 
were doing methamphetamine, and obvi-
ously it was methamphetamine mixed with 
fentanyl and they couldn’t take it.”

The fentanyl crisis is so significant that 
Edinburgh officers have started carrying 
extra naloxone in their squad cars, in case 
one of them comes in contact with the 
drug accidentally.

“If you can’t see it, you don’t know what 
it is, if you touch it, an officer is going to 
go down. So if an officer is giving CPR to 
somebody, and that person had fentanyl on 
their person, it’s a potential transfer,” 
Little said.

The addition of the NaloxBox is a posi-
tive step forward. It is located on the side 
of a privately owned building at 105 S. 
Holland St., next to the town’s city hall.

For Hogan, the installation of the box is 
intensely personal. The Edinburgh resi-
dent became tangled in addiction after the 
father of her daughter overdosed on opi-
oids and died in 2008.

Though she had been dabbling in drugs 
before his death, by the year following the 
trauma, she was spiraling into depression 
and tried meth. For six years, she was 
hooked. In 2018, she was sent to prison for 
possession, and during her sentence, par-
ticipated in Recovery While Incarcerated, 
an Indiana Department of Correction pro-
gram.

The program helped her turn her life 
around, and led to her release into 
Johnson County’s re-entry court, which 
provides resources such as rehabilitation 
and treatment services, drug screenings, 
and housing and employment assistance to 
help people who have been in jail to stay 
out of jail.

Hogan completed the two-year program 
earlier this year, and had become a tire-
less advocate helping others escape addic-
tion. She now works as an intake coordina-
tor for Cardinal Recovery in Greenwood.

A few years after the death of her 
daughter’s father, Hogan and her daughter 
were having a conversation. Her daughter 
asked her if she’d ever heard of naloxone.

“She said that if it had been available to 
the public at the time of his death, it could 
have saved his life. Although my life took a 
turn for the worse and I became an addict 
myself, I never forgot that conversation,” 
she said.

Hogan and others in the community 
worked to acquire a NaloxBox, partnering 
with the nonprofit Overdose Lifeline, which 
was distributing two free boxes in every 
county throughout Indiana. They also 

looked for an ideal location for it.
Haley Roberts offered to mount it on the 

wall of the building she owns on South 
Holland Street. She had seen the destruc-
tion overdose deaths had caused, through 
her own observations and from those of 
her husband, Officer Jimmy Roberts with 
the Edinburgh Police Department.

“If it saves one life, it means every-
thing,” Haley Roberts said.

Parents of individuals who are strug-
gling with substance use disorder can also 
take advantage of it, without enduring the 
stigma of having to go to the pharmacy or 
hospital to acquire naloxone.

“It’s not just for drug addicts to use, it’s 
for families of people who might be addict-
ed. They can pull up and get this, and have 
it in case a loved one has an overdose,” 
Haley Roberts said.

In his job, Jimmy Roberts repeatedly 
has helped revive people using naloxone. 
Each time, he hopes that the experience 
will set the person on the path to sobriety, 
but he realizes that’s not always the case.

Still, by offering someone another 
chance at life, naloxone could be that tool 
that helps them get clean, he said.

“This could be the light at the end of the 
tunnel for someone in addiction,” he said. 
“It’s all about saving lives.”

Hogan has taken lead in ensuring it is 
stocked with adequate amounts of nalox-
one, and Little has pledged to monitor it in 
case it needs to be replenished.

Despite its effectiveness in preventing 
tragedy, police caution that even after 
someone has been given naloxone to 
reverse an overdose, they still need medi-
cal attention.

The effects of naloxone are temporary, 
which means the person could still suc-
cumb to overdose if not properly treated, 
Little said.

“That Narcan is short-term use. That 
drug can come back. If we give someone 
naloxone, we explain to them that they 
need to go to the hospital and talk them 
into going to the hospital, because it’s 
short term. You could go right back out.” 

Opioids
FROM PAGE 1
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The NaloxBox is mounted in downtown 
Edinburgh outside the town offices at 105 
S. Holland St. 
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The following people recently were arrested 
and booked into the Johnson County jail:

Gregory Allan Lay, 49, Edinburgh; arrested on an 
out of county warrant; held without bond.

Kameron John Mason, 23, Edinburgh; arrested 
on a charge of probation violation; held without 
bond.

Joshua Wayne Thomas, 29, Edinburgh; arrested 
on charges of criminal mischief, residential entry 
(burglary/breaking and entering), possession of 
marijuana/hash oil/hashish/salvia and possession of 
paraphernalia; bond information unavailable.

Tony Lee Allen, 54, Edinburgh; arrested on a 
charge of possession of paraphernalia and a war-
rant for failure to appear in court; $1,279 bond.

Christopher T. Whitaker, 38, Edinburgh; arrested 
on a charge of battery with bodily injury; released 
on $250 bond.

William A. Burton, 62, Edinburgh; arrested on a 
charge of concealing valuable metal purchase; 
released on $500 bond.

Glen David Johnson Jr., 36, Edinburgh; arrested 
on a charge of concealing valuable metal purchase; 
released on $500 bond.

Michael Grant Scruggs, 33, Edinburgh; arrested 
on a charge of violation of community corrections; 
held without bond.

The following people recently were arrested 
and booked into the Bartholomew County jail:

Denise M. Fisher, 46, of Edinburgh, arrested on a 
charge of possession of methamphetamine and a 
Bartholomew County warrant; $67,500 bond.

Bobbie J. Dennis, 47, Edinburgh, arrested on a 
Bartholomew County warrant; released on $10,000 
bond.

JAil bOOKiNGS
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Join Us
 In 

Worship

Join Us
EDINBURGH SEPARATE

BAPTIST CHURCH
905 S. Main St. • Edinburgh, IN 46124

812-526-2225 • edinburghseparate@att.net
Pastor Danny Bailey

Sunday School
10 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Evening Worship

6 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer

Service 7 p.m.

BAPTIST
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EDINBURGH
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
306 East Main Street, Edinburgh, IN 46124

www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Presbyterian-Church

Traditional
Sunday Worship 
10am in person 

and Live Streamed 
on Facebook

PRESBYTERIAN
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WHO SO EVER WILL
623 Eisenhower Drive • Edinburgh

812-526-5435
Pastor Stacey Tucker and Congregation 

Welcome you.
Sunday School & Children’s

Church 10 AM
Sunday Worship 11 AM

Sunday Eve. Service 6 PM
Wednesday Worship &

Youth Service 7 PM

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Transportation available.  Nursery provided.
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Edinburgh Parks & Recreation
722 Eisenhower Drive
Hours: Monday through Saturday, noon-8 

p.m.
Info/to register: Tracy Beier at 812-526-

3535, ext. 3, or tbeier@edinburgh.in.us
• The summer Youth Club will be con-

ducted June 1-July 22.
The club is for children ages 4-12. 

Activites include swimming, field trips, 
crafts, breakfast and snacks. Cost is a $100 
registeration fee and $25 per week per 
child. Hours are 9 a.m. to noon on Mondays 
and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Fridays.

Signups will be taken through May 14. 
Contact Elissa Day, 812-526-3535, 317-833-
8637 or eday@edinburgh.in.us for informa-
tion or an online registration form.

Johnson County Park
2949 E. North St., Nineveh
Hours: Monday through Friday: 8 a.m. to 

4 p.m.; Saturdays (April-October), 8 a.m. to 
noon

May 14: JoCo Pours in the Park, noon to 
4 p.m.

June 16-19: Johnson County Antique 
Machinery Association annual show

June 24: Sparks in the Park
Aug. 13: Movie in the Park
Aug. 20: Car show
Sept. 24: Movie in the Park

AT THE PARKS

Five people have been charged in con-
nection to the illegal purchases of 
catalytic converters following an 

investigation over a year in the making, 
Johnson County Sheriff Duane Burgess 
announced Wednesday afternoon.

Ashley N. Browning, 32, of Edinburgh; 
Latona D. Bryant, 31, of Columbus; 
William A. Burton, 62, of Edinburgh; and 
Glen David Johnson Jr., 36, of Edinburgh 
were charged with unlawfully purchasing 
a catalytic converter, a Level 6 felony. 
Tammy S. Hill, 57, of Trafalgar was 
charged with aiding in the unlawful pur-
chase and/or sale of a catalytic converter, 
a Level 6 felony. Level 6 felony convictions 
have a sentence of between six months to 
2.5 years.

In March 2021, representatives from sev-
eral county law enforcement agencies, 
along with the Johnson County 
Prosecutor’s office and the Indiana 
Secretary of State, attended a meeting to 
discuss developing a way to stop the rise in 
catalytic converter thefts. The converters 
contain precious metals that are of high 
value to scrap yards and “core buying 
companies,” according to court documents 

filed on April 14.
Theft of these components often occurs 

when a vehicle is left unintended, and 
when they are stolen, the vehicle is ren-
dered inoperable until it’s repaired, often 
at a cost between $1,500 to $3,000, court 
documents say.

During the meeting, representatives 
determined they would conduct an audit of 
recent transaction records from the core 
buying companies to verify that compa-
nies are following state guidelines when it 
comes to selling converter components. 
This audit was conducted in August, court 
documents say.

In October, representatives from the 
sheriff’s office, Edinburgh Police 
Department, and the prosecutor’s office 
held a second meeting with core buying 
companies from Johnson and 
Bartholomew Counties to inform them of 
state guidelines and upcoming audits. 
Among the people present at the meeting 
were Browning, Hill, and Johnson, who 
worked at area recycling businesses, court 
documents show.

During a Jan. 17 audit of a Cats Plus, an 
Edinburgh recycling business, detectives 
discovered Glen Johnson had a history of 
doing transactions with the business. 
When asked if Johnson had provided prop-
er documentation for his purchases as 
required by state law, an employee 

informed detectives that Johnson had pro-
vided a copy of his business license, mak-
ing him exempt from providing the 
required documents, according to court 
documents

In February, deputies prepared to con-
duct an undercover transaction audit of 
Cats Plus. As part of the operation, two 
undercover detectives were given four 
component parts to sell, along with audio 
and video recording devices to record 
what they saw, according to court docu-
ments.

Undercover detectives entered the build-
ing on Feb. 8 and were met by an employ-
ee who asked them to put the components 
in a cart. After they did so, the employee 
read off part numbers to another employ-
ee, later identified as Bryant, as she 
entered the numbers into a computer. 
Burton was charged after detectives con-
ducted a third undercover operation, this 
time at Group Metal Recycling in 
Edinburgh. Detectives say Burton failed to 
collect the legally required information in 
order to conduct a lawful transaction, 
according to court documents.

All five people charged were arrested by 
members of the Edinburgh Police 
Department, Franklin, Police Department, 
and the Johnson County Sheriff’s Office, 
Burgess said.

Five arrested after purchases of catalytic converters
By Noah Crenshaw
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER



3099 N. MORTON ST., (U.S. 31) FRANKLIN, IN
MON-FRI 8 AM TO 8 PM  •  SAT 8 AM TO 6 PM

Fletcher

8 miles south of the
Greenwood Park Mall

No Credit, Poor Credit...
WE FINANCE YOU!

317-648-7660
www.f letcherchrysler.com

COLLISION CENTER
FREE ESTIMATES!

Over 50 Years of 
Experience

M-F 7:30-5:30pm

6.2, Leather, Rear Camera, 48,000 Miles
FORD TRANSIT 250FORDFORDFORD TRANSIT 250TRANSIT 250

3.7 V-6, Auto, Cargo, Low Roof

2019 #P15122

$46,995

2017 #P15058

DODGE CHALLENGER GT$33,990 DODGE CHALLENGER GT CHALLENGER GT CHALLENGER GT
6 Cyl, AWD, Navigation, Leather, Auto

2021 #T22121B

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE$49,990 JEEP JEEP JEEP GRAND CHEROKEEGRAND CHEROKEE
6 cyl, 80th Anniversary, 4x4, Leather

2019 #P15110

6 Cyl, Leather, Back Up Camera, Sport Appearance$29,995 CHRYSLER 300 TOURING

2007 #P15137

5.9 Cummins, Hard to Find Mega Cab, Leather$34,995 DODGE RAM 2500 LARAMIE

2021 #P15148

3.0 Eco Diesel, Heated Seats, Back  Up Camera$57,990 JEEP GLADIATOR SPORT

2020 #T21853A

6 Cyl, Auto, Hard Top, Leather, Navigation$50,990 JEEP WRANGLER UNLFD SAHARA

2020 #P15031

6Cyl,, AWD, Leather Suede Seats, Blind Spot, Heated 2nd Row Seats$43,990 DODGE DURANGO GT

2020 #P15076

4Cyl, AWD, 10 Speed Auto, Leather, Navigation$41,990 FORD EXPLORER LIMITED

2020 #P15125

6Cyl, AWD, SunRoof, Leather, Navigation$48,990 DODGE DURANGO CITADEL
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2021 #C7843A

4 Cyl, AWD, 10 Speed Auto, Leather$53,995 CADILLAC CT5 SPORT

Race in 
FOR YOUR BEST DEAL!

2021 #P14912A

6.7 Cummins, Auto, Chrome Appearance, 5th Wheel Prep$69,995 RAM 3500 TRADESMAN


