
Cemetery cleanup 
On March 20, Rest Haven Cemetery staff will begin 

spring cleanup and prepping the grounds for trimming 
and mowing season. 

Staff ask for all items on and around gravesites that 
are in the way of mowers and trimmers be removed by 
March 20. 

Ag day breakfast 
The Johnson County Agriculture Day Breakfast is set 

for March 15, 7:30 a.m. at the Johnson County 
Fairgrounds, Scott Hall. 

All are invited to celebrate agriculture’s importance 
to our county and world. RSVP by March 7 via 
johnsonCES@purdue.edu or 317- 736-3724. The cost 
is $1 per person. 

The speaker will be Dawn Slack, a Nashville-based 
botanist and biologist who works to share biological 
science research and build collaboration for healthy 
lands, water and wildlife and people. 

Dollars for Scholars 
Edinburgh Dollars for Scholars website is open 

through April 15 for students to apply for a college 
scholarship for the 2023-2024 school year. Students 
must be a graduate of Edinburgh Community High 
School or an Edinburgh Community High School 
senior graduating in 2023. 

Apply: www.edinburgh.dollarsforscholars.org

Zumba 
Edinburgh Parks and Recreation offers Zumba 

classes on Wednesdays through March 29. Classes 
start at 6:10 p.m. Participants are asked to arrive early 
to pay and sign a waiver. Cost is $5 per class. 

WHAT’S UP?

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of 
evil is for good men to do nothing.”

— Edmund Burke
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Johnson County kicks off its bicentennial 
celebration today in Franklin.        
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E
dinburgh’s reign as sectional 
champion came to an end last 
Tuesday night.

The culprit, South Decatur, 
used a nearly flawless first half 

to build up a 14-point lead that held up well 
enough for a 52-45 win over the host 
Lancers in the opening round of Class A 
sectional play.

Despite the raucous home crowd, the 
homecourt proved no advantage for 
Edinburgh, which saw its once-promising 
season end prematurely at 13-10.

“We knew this was going to be a chal-
lenge,” Edinburgh coach Keith Witty said. 
“I thought we put ourselves in a major 
hole in the first half. For whatever reason, 
I thought we were a little intimidated, and 
it’s hard to come back on good teams in 
this environment when it’s one and done.”

The Lancers started the year with very 
high hopes, ranked No. 2 in the Class A 
poll. But a four-game losing streak late in 
the year was one of the low points, culmi-
nating in the loss to the Cougars.

And it was nearly a carbon copy of the 
loss the Lancers suffered at the hands of 
South Decatur back on Jan. 7, when the 
Cougars trounced the Lancers by 17 points.

In that game, the Lancers shot a paltry 
35% from the field while the Cougars blis-
tered the net at 66%.

The Cougars (13-11) started out well 
again, taking the lead and never surren-
dering it despite a furious Edinburgh rally 
late.

South Decatur was nearly perfect in the 

first quarter, hitting on six field goals and 
free throws to take a 20-14 lead; that cush-
ion swelled to 14 points by the half.

The biggest obstacle for Edinburgh were 
6-foot-6 junior center Dorian Hacker, who 
frustrated the Lancers with his rebounding 
and scoring. That obstacle was removed 
midway through the third quarter when 
Hacker picked up his third foul.

Edinburgh took advantage and cut it to 
seven, 40-33, but it could have gotten even 
closer.

“We didn’t shoot well,” Witty said.
The Cougars got the lead back up to 11 

before the Lancers finally got a spurt 
together and cut the lead to three, 48-45, 
with 2:13 remaining. Edinburgh had a 
chance to draw closer, but an ill-timed 
turnover and foul allowed the Cougars to 
stretch the lead to five on a pair of free 

throws by senior Dale Peters.
Edinburgh couldn’t score again.
The Lancers were led by sophomore 

Connor Ramey, who had 15 points. South 
Decatur’s Jacob Scruggs also had 15 for 
the Cougars.

Edinburgh’s comeback attempt 
impressed Witty.

“We battled back and gave ourselves a 
chance,” Witty said. “You look back on 
things that could have been different, like 
making a shot here, stopping one there, 
and the outcome changes.

“I want to thank our seniors. They had 
only 20 losses in three years (53-20 overall) 
and were outstanding. We return three of 
our top seven players and have a good JV 
team coming up. We’ll see how things pan 
out.”

ECSC PHOTO

Lancer cheerleaders pump up the crowd during last Tuesday’s sectional game against 
South Decatur. Edinburgh lost, 52-45. 

Lancers dethroned in first round of sectionals

END of  
thE rEigN



SCIPIO

Marilyn Ford
Marilyn L. Ford, 69, of Scipio passed 

away Feb. 28, 2023 at her 
residence. She was born 
Dec. 16, 1953 in 
Columbus. She was the 
daughter of Billie E. and 
Ruth A. (Plummer) 
Dooley. She married N. 
Martin Ford on Sept. 15, 
1973 and he survives. 

She is also survived by 
her mother of 
Commiskey; sons, Aaron 
B. Ford of Scipio and 
Billy J. (Angie) Ford of North Vernon; 
grandson, Chris Ford of Edinburgh; and 
brothers, David (Vicky) Dooley of 
Elizabethtown and Dale (Alice) Dooley of 
Commiskey.

She was preceded in death by her father.
Marilyn was a member of the Sovereign 

Christ Bible Fellowship in Columbus. She 
retired as a nurse from the Indiana 
Masonic Home after 25 years. She enjoyed 
cooking and collecting blue glass, especial-
ly Cobalt Blue.

A funeral service was conducted by 
Pastor Jim Pursley at Eskew-Eaton 
Funeral Home in Edinburgh. Burial was 
at Rest Haven Cemetery in Edinburgh.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Our Hospice of South Central Indiana or 
American Cancer Society.

COLUMBUS

Mark Hadley
Mark A. Hadley, 59, of Columbus, passed 

from this life Friday, Feb. 24, 2023, at his 
home.

Mr. Hadley was born 
July 23, 1963, in 
Columbus, the son of 
Calvin Farrell and 
Xzondra L. Harrison 
Hadley.

Mark was employed 
with Chain Breakers as a 
project manager.

He attended Terrace 
Lake Church and was 
involved with Wheeler Mission Ministries 
and enjoyed kayaking.

Survivors include his son, Devon M. 
Hadley of Edinburgh; siblings, Tracy 
Hadley, Melanie (Tom) Stamper and Chris 
Harrison, all of Columbus.

He was preceded in death by his father, 
Farrell Hadley; mother, Xzondra Turner; 
son, Tyler Hadley; and a brother, Michael 
Hadley.

A graveside service was held at Garland 
Brook Cemetery with Carey Edgren offici-
ating.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Chain Breakers. Arrangements were han-
dled by Barkes, Weaver & Glick Funeral 
Home. Online condolences and special 
memories may be shared with the family 
at barkesweaverglick.com
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FORD

75 years ago: Officers for Mrs. Williard’s 
writing club are Jane Millett, president; 
Jean Hasch, vice president; Dale Burns, 
treasurer; and Anna Mae Miller, secretary.

70 years ago: Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stine 
are initiated into the Edinburg Eastern 
Star by by Worthy Matron Mrs. James F. 
Miller at the Edinburg Masonic Temple.

65 years ago: Walter Fulford’s 536 series 
topped the men’s league and Lucille 
Robertson’s 431 series topped the women’s 
league at the Edinburg Bowling Alley.

60 years ago: Edinburg fifth grader Gail 

Redmond wins the Edinburg Elementary 
School’s spelling contest and will compete 
in the district spelling match in Franklin.

55 years ago: Town Marshal Winfrey 
Burton and Detective Chet Inlow announce 
they are investigating a $ 5,000 theft from 
Roy Brewner’s apartment in Edinburg.

50 years ago: Edinburg fourth grader 
Scott Shinolt wins the East Side 
Elementary’s spelling contest and will 
compete in the Johnson County spelling 
contest at Franklin.

GOOD OlD DAyS
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COmmUniTy CHATTER
Yoga 

Yoga classes are held twice a week in 
Edinburgh. Classes are $5 and instructor is 
Sonia Aponte of Yahara Studio. 

Beginner Yoga for ages 12 and older are 
Wednesdays at 7:10 p.m. at Edinburgh 
Parks & Rec, 722 S. Eisenhower Drive. 

Chair Yoga for 55 and older are 
Thursdays at 11 a.m. at John Drybread 
Community Center, 100 E. Main Cross St. 

Free fishing days 
Indiana’s four Free Fishing Days for 

2023 are May 7, June 3-4 and Sept. 23. 
On Free Fishing Days, Indiana residents 

do not need a fishing license or a trout/
salmon stamp to fish the state’s public 
waters. All other rules such as seasons, 
bag and size limits apply. 

Visit https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-
wildlife/fishing/where-to-fish-interactive-
map/ to find public waters sites. 

Free spay/neuter 
The Humane Society of Johnson County 

is offering free spay/neuter for Edinburgh 
dogs and cats after receiving a grant. 

There are no income requirements for 
the service, which will be continued as 
long as the grant lasts. Pet owners must 
have an Edinburgh address. 

A low-cost spay/neuter clinic in 
Brownsburg will perform the procedures. 
Residents can call the clinic at 317-675-0072 
to make an appointment. On the day of the 
appointment, pets can be taken to HSJC at 
3827 Graham Road in Franklin and 
Humane Society volunteers will transport 
them to the clinic and return them to 
Franklin the same day. The transportation 
is also free. 

Spring sale 
Edinburgh Parks and Recreation’s 

Spring Clean Out & Crafts Sale is set for 
April 1, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at East Side 
Elementary School. Handmade and home-
made craft vendors and people wanting to 
sell clothing and household items in an 
indoor space can reserve a 10-by-10 foot 
booth at Parks and Rec, 722 S. Eisenhower 
Drive. Cost is $20, plus $5 if you want a 
table provided. 

Information: 812-526-3535 

Craft fair 
Hoosier Handmade Craft Fair and 

Spring Market will be April 1, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., at the Johnson County Fairgrounds. 
Fair features work from more than 120 
local artisans selling items such as leath-
erwork, pottery, jewelry, wood carvings, 
candles, goat milk products and home 
decor. Event also includes Easter Bunny 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., scavenger hunts for 
kids, music and local food trucks. 

Free admission and parking. 

The Edinburgh Pixy Theatre 
111 S. Walnut St. Unless noted, shows are 

at 7 p.m. and admission is $10. 
Information/purchase tickets: 812-526-6513, 
www.TheEdinburghPixy.com or advance 
tickets for some shows at www.brownpap-
ertickets.com 

Wednesdays: Happy Place Comedy Open 
Mic Comedy Night, 6 p.m. Win prizes or 
earn paid spots, meet new comics. 

March 18: Allie Jean’s album release 
show (sing and play for kids, all day) 2, 
p.m. Free, donations accepted. 

College notes
Ainsley Ross of Edinburgh was named to 

the dean’s list at Rochester Institute of 
Technology

Past yearbooks now online
You can view yearbooks from 1920 and 

up on ECSC’s website. Go to the alumni 
page at https://www.ecsc.k12.in.us/about_
us/alumni

The alumni plan to continue to add more 
yearbooks as they get them. If you have a 
yearbook that is not on the site, please 
send an email to bstraugh@ecsc.k12.in.us.

GED classes
High School Equivalency (GED) classes 

meet twice a week at Edinburgh 
Community High School.

Contact Julie Redd, 317-392-2197, to learn 
more about the program.

Before- and after-school program
Edinburgh Parks & Rec offers a Before 

& After School Enrichment Program at its 
Rec Center for East Side Elementary 
School students. Activities start at 6 a.m. 
before school and run until 5:30 p.m. after 
school. Transportation to and from school 
is provided. Activities include homework 
time and help, snacks and fun.

Info: Elissa Day, B.A.S.E. coordinator, 
812-526-3535, ext. 4, or eday@edinburgh.
in.us

Calendar
March 10: End of third nine weeks
March 13-17: Spring break (snow makeup 

days if needed)
March 20-24: Spring break, protected 

days
March 27: Students resume classes
April 7: Good Friday

SCHOOl nOTEBOOK

HADlEy



500 Memorial Drive
Edinburgh, IN Raffle License #000222

Opens at 11 A.M.

PROGRESSIVE
RAFFLE $5.00

PERTICKET

STARS & STRIPES

March 12th Open Sunday
For Nascar Race @ noon

Bring covered dish.

Masks are optional for all members and their guests.

JACKPOT Next Drawing Mar. 10th
Tickets must be purchased prior to drawing at 9pm

$11,237.50
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You Are The Star Karaoke
Mar. 10th  8pm-12am

.50 Cents off liquor, Every Monday 
.50 Cents off Beer ALL DAY TUESDAY

Mell’s Cafe OPEN
Mon-Fri 11am till 2pm, dine in carry out • 812-526-9001

• Expert Rooter Service  
• Drain Cleaning
• High Pressure Water Jetting 
• Camera & Line Locating 
•  Sewer & Water Line 

Repair & ReplacementFamily Owned, Locally Operated!
812-526-4080

Free Estimates!
“Legendary service at a Legendary price!”

Legend Service Company, LLCLegend Service Company, LLC
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Basketball seasons end for 
varsity boys, middle school girls

Brian Ingels is a retired Edinburgh Community 
High School teacher. Send comments to 
Edinburgh Courier, P.O. Box 699, Franklin IN, 
46131, courier@dailyjournal.net 

Basketball season officially came to 
an end this past week for the varsity 
boys and both middle school girls 

teams.
The Lancer varsity fell in their opening 

game of the Edinburgh Sectional on Feb. 
28. In the IHSAA draw, Edinburgh was 
matched-up against South Decatur on that 
opening night. 

South Decatur came out strong and held 
a six-point lead over the good guys at the 
end of the first quarter. That lead opened 
to 11 at the half, thanks in part to a cold 
shooting stretch by the Lancers.

They were able to rally in the third peri-
od and get within seven points but that’s 
where it ended, as they were ousted from 
the tournament, 52-45. 

Sophomore Connor Ramey was 
Edinburgh’s high point man with 15 points. 
Braylon Bryant put in eight, Jackson 
Hartwell eight, Caleb Dewey seven, Austin 
Brockman five and Jarrett Turner two.

Last Saturday saw both middle school 
girls teams play at Waldron for the conclu-
sion of the season ending MHC tourney. 
The eighth grade girls fell in the morning’s 
semi-final round to Morristown, 52-11. No 
other stats were made available.

The seventh graders were victorious in 
their semi-final game that morning, easily 
dispatching South Decatur, 28-19. 

Chloe Hancock led the way with 17 
points in the win while Faith Smith had 
five, Shyla Watt four, and Kaydra Peters 
two. 

They then faced a much stronger Hauser 
squad in the championship tilt and fell to 
the Jets by 10, 35-25. 

Faith Smith led the scoring attack in this 
game with 10 points, Chloe Hancock added 
eight, Kaydra Peters two, Gracelyn Adcock 
two, Lilly Davis two and Elliot Smith one.

lancer notebook

Brian Ingels

lETTER OF inTEnT

PHOTO BY Kami ERviN

Devyn Milburn committed to playing football this fall at Bluffton University in Ohio. Front 
row:  Devyn Milburn with his parents, Janna and Dan Garvey; in back, from left: sisters 
Madelyn and Avery, ECHS coaches Tyler Despain an Shawn Kelsay, and sister Addyson.

The following events are scheduled at 
the Edinburgh Wright-Hageman Public 
Library, 119 W. Main Cross St. 

Info: 812-526-5487, www.edinburgh.lib.
in.us 

Family game night 
Family Game Night is set for March 28 

at 6 p.m. in the Community Room. Board 
games like Monopoly, Yahtzee and 
Scrabble along with several jigsaw puzzles, 
will be available. No sign-ups are required 
for this event. 

Take-home craft 
The library’s March craft is making bot-

tle cap magnets. 
Sign-ups are now being taken. The sup-

plies will be ready for pickup March 20. 
Call the library at 812-526-5487 or stop by 
the Circulation Desk. 

This free, all-ages craft comes with five 

bottle caps per patron  — some of  Mod 
Podge  — a paint brush, sticky magnets 
and random decorative paper revolving 
around libraries or you can use some of 
your own photos.

If you would like to email any photos 
(remember, a bottle cap only has a space 
of 1 inch, so once the photos will be 
reduced to fit the space) or designs, send 
them to edinburghpubliclibrary@gmail.
com

Free meal 
Two Shirts Kitchen, sponsored by 

Edinburgh Church of the Nazarene, is an 
opportunity for individuals, couples, 
friends and families to enjoy a warm meal 
at no cost. All are welcome regardless of 
income. The monthly meals are usually 
served the last Thursday of the month, 
6-7:30 p.m. Meals are carryout only at this 
time. Go to the south door of the library. 

AT THE liBRARy
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C
ity and town leaders in Johnson 
County say they feel blindsided 
by county officials’ decision to 
cease funding bridge repairs. 
Some officials are considering 

legal action.
The Johnson County Board of 

Commissioners and the Johnson County 
Council voted to dissolve the county’s 
cumulative bridge fund in December. This 
stopped the flow of bridge and culvert 
repair funding for towns and cities begin-
ning Jan. 1. For years, the county had 
been responsible for all bridges and cul-

verts in 
the county, 
even those 
within city 
or town 
limits.

County 
officials 
will contin-
ue to fund 
repairs in 
unincorpo-
rated 
areas of 
Johnson 
County, 
said Luke 
Mastin, 

county highway director.
The fund was eliminated because of the 

inflated cost of materials for repairs. 
Material costs are outpacing the amount 
of money the county is pulling in from 
property taxes, and if the bridge fund were 
to continue, county officials would have to 
look at budget cuts in the county’s general 
fund, Mastin said. A cut of the general 

fund could mean a budget cut for virtually 
any county department, such as the sher-
iff’s office or health department.

At the cumulative bridge fund tax rate 
in effect for 2021, it generated about 
$660,000 in revenue in 2021, and in 2022, it 
generated about $715,000.

“Ultimately, it came down to a pretty 
simple math equation,” Mastin said. “… 
Realistically, if the county was going to 
keep the fund in place, the rate would need 
to be raised significantly.”

The county couldn’t raise the tax rate 
for the fund because of property tax caps 
imposed by state law, Mastin said.

Lack of notice
Leaders in the municipalities affected 

didn’t receive a letter about the decision to 
dissolve the fund until early February, 
more than a month after it took effect, 
and months after it was up for a vote by 
the county’s governing bodies, they said.

With 86 culverts and 18 bridges, 
Greenwood will take the biggest hit from 
this action by Johnson County.

“Financially, it would be just horrible, 
because we already have everything else 
and the other roads to take care of,” 
Greenwood Mayor Mark Myers said. “We 
had to do two bridges they should’ve done 
but we turned them back over just to get 
those projects done.”

The decision will make it difficult for the 
city to make repairs next year to the Smith 
Valley Road bridge over the Louisville & 

Indiana Railroad and a bridge on Fry 
Road just west of State Road 135, also slat-
ed for 2024, said Mark St. John, 
Greenwood city engineer.

The Smith Valley Road bridge project is 
already $3.6 million over the original esti-
mated cost, and Greenwood officials would 
have to budget for that plus 20% of the 
original $2.4 million construction cost and 
$337,299 construction inspection, with the 
rest paid for by the Indianapolis 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, he 
said.

“We were blindsided on that,” St. John 
said. “I think if Johnson County thinks 
Greenwood is now responsible for bridges 
and culverts there would have to be 
interlocal (agreements) in place. I think 
more conversations about bridge condi-
tions, inspections and responsibilities 
could’ve led up to that instead of having it 
all dropped on our laps via letter in early 
February.”

The town of Bargersville has its bridges 
and culverts covered under an interlocal 
agreement, separate from the bridge fund. 
If that agreement dissolves, however, the 
town would be financially responsible for 
30 culverts and six bridges within its bor-
ders, Town Manager Dan Cartwright said 
during a Feb. 14 town council meeting.

“They know municipalities are upset 
about it. They did something really 
sneaky,” Cartwright said. “We had no 
notice, Greenwood had no notice, Franklin 
had no notice and Whiteland had no 
notice.”

Potential legal action
Officials in Greenwood and Franklin 

have questioned the legality of the deci-
sion, highlighting Allen County as the only 
other county without a cumulative bridge 
fund. And when the fund was dissolved 
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R&R Technologies A ROTATIONAL MOLDING
MANUFACTURING PLANT

NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS
Full Time — 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts available

DIRECT HIRE — Come Work for Us!
APPLY IN PERSON

7560 E. County Line Road, Edinburgh, IN
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‘Blindsided with a Bag of money’
Officials concerned over sudden change to local bridge funding
By Andy Bell-Baltaci
DaILY JOUrNaL STaFF WrITEr

PHOTO BY NOaH CRENSHaw | DailY JOuRNal

The Johnson County Courthouse rises above the South Main Street bridge in Franklin. 
With the dissolution of the county’s cumulative bridge fund, city and town officials must 
fund any repairs on this and other city bridges.

BY ThE NUMBErS
Estimated EDIT revenue 
County government: 

$4,423,802
Greenwood: $2,840,028
Franklin: $2,549,816
Bargersville: $439,208
Edinburgh: $409,085
New Whiteland: $180,141
Whiteland: $161,733
Trafalgar: $62,273
Princes Lakes: $66,751
Total: $11,132,837
Source: Luke Mastin, Johnson 

County Highway Director

SEE PRESCHOOL, PAGE 7
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PHOTO BY Kami ERviN

The Edinburgh Delta Sigma Chapter of Tri Kappa is hosting its annual Vera Bradley Bingo 
on April 11 at 6 p.m. in the Edinburgh Community High School cafeteria. 

Tickets are $25. Call Kami Ervin, 812-344-6069, to purchase. There is a maximum of eight 
tickets per person (one table). Checks payable to Tri Kappa or cash will be accepted. The 
gaming license does not allow online payment. 

Additional games, intermission games, raffle basket tickets and refreshments can be pur-
chased at the event. 

TRi KAPPA BinGO

PHOTO BY Kami ERviN

Students of Style Dance Academy of Franklin entertained the crowd at halftime 
Wednesday at the Edinburgh Sectionals. 

Mildred Gates photographed a red bird in her rose bush in Edinburgh in June 2022.

PHOTO GAllERy

Send your photos to the Courier
Send jpeg photos as attached files to courier@
dailyjournal.net to be published. Be sure to 
include a brief explanation and the names of 
any people in the photo. 



O
n a March day in 1823, Johnson 
County was born in a pair of 
log homes.

Though Indiana’s governor 
had approved the formation of 

the county months before, March 8, 1823 
was the day the county’s first officials 
would be elected. Votes were cast in two 
separate log homes, and before the end of 
the day, the first county commissioners, a 
recorder and a few judges were selected.

From a simple act of democracy in a 
wild, rugged country 
to a dynamic metro-
politan county, much 
has changed in 
Johnson County. And 
200 years to the day 
from the first elec-
tion, local residents 
have a chance to cel-
ebrate all the county 
has become over its 
lifespan, said David 
Pfeiffer, director of 
the Johnson County 
Museum of History.

“We’re recognizing 
that, 200 years ago, 
some of the first 
white settlers of 
Johnson County got 
together, organized 
and said, ‘We’re 
going to be a real 
county,’” he said. 
“They laid the foun-
dation for what the 
county will be. We 
thought this would be 
good to have the 
opening date for our 
bicentennial coincide 
with that first date 
for the county.”

At long last, the 
county’s bicentennial 
kicks off on 
Wednesday, with a 
community event featuring historical rel-
ics, recognition of pioneer families, a slide 
show of photographs from over the years 
and more.

Dr. Nicole Etcheson, a professor of his-
tory at Ball State University, will paint of 

picture of what society was like as 
Johnson County was coming together.

With months of events and celebrations 
planned for the bicentennial — in addition 
to coinciding with 200th-anniversary activ-
ities for Franklin and Greenwood — 
Wednesday’s kick-off starts an important 
period of reflection for local residents.

“It gives us grounded-ness as Hoosiers. 
It’s important to know where you came 
from and what your values are. That’s a 
very Hoosier, very Midwestern kind of 
thing to say,” Etcheson said.

The credit for founding the county, as 
well as Franklin, has historically been 
given to George King. King came to the 
area with two other men, Garrett Bergen 
and Simon Covert, in 1822 from Kentucky, 

looking to purchase 
land in the newly 
opened territory.

They found a tract 
located between 
Youngs Creek and 
Camp Creek, which 
was described as 
“wooded with beech, 
sugar tree and poplar 
timber,” according to 
“Johnson County, 
Indiana, History” by 
Bev Hollanbeck.

On Dec. 31, 1822, 
King petitioned the 
Indiana legislature to 
form a county. The 
petition was 
approved, and it was 
proposed to name the 
new entity Johnson 
County, in honor of 
John Johnson, one of 
the first Indiana 
Supreme Court 
Justices.

Gov. William 
Hendricks appointed 
John Smiley to be the 
county’s first sheriff, 
and instructed him to 
hold county elections 
on March 8, 1823.

“The date we chose 
(March 8) was 
because that was the 

first organizational event in county history 
took place,” Pfeiffer said. “The governor 
had already signed the paperwork creat-
ing the county, but that was it. Nothing 
really happened until this date in March 

1823, the first time people in Johnson 
County gathered to vote.”

Planning for the bicentennial has been 
ongoing for the past two years, Pfeiffer 
said. A committee of local leaders have 
met monthly to discuss plans to recognize 
the county’s history, as well as examine 
the present and think about the future.

Scheduled events include a large cele-
bration in conjunction with the Franklin 
Fall Festival, and a gala ball in November 
to close out the year.

The kick-off will set the stage for those 
events.

The bicentennial committee partnered 
with the Historic Artcraft Theatre to host 
the event. As people arrive to the theater, 
they’ll be greeted by a wealth of historical 
artifacts from over the years, from photo-
graphs to significant items related to the 
county’s history.

A slide show curated to encompass life 
in the county over the past 200 years will 
show on the big screen.

“It gives that sense of history as they 
walk in,” Pfeiffer said.

Different county officials are scheduled 
to say a few words as the program begins, 
setting the stage for Etcheson’s presenta-
tion on life in pioneer Indiana and early 
politics.

Etcheson, the Alexander M. Bracken 

Distinguished Professor of History at Ball 
State, specializes in the early history of 
the country, particularly the time period 
around Johnson County’s founding.

Her plan is to talk about the first elec-
tion in the county, and what politics were 
like at that time in Indiana. Without spoil-
ing the discussion, the proceedings were 
much different than what we think of 
today.

“The great informality of the elections 
at that time will be surprising, I think,” 
Etcheson said. “Particularly in this mod-
ern day when we’re obsessed with voter 
identification and if there is fraud in the 
elections, I think people would be sur-
prised that in the early 1800s, you didn’t 
register to vote. People voted in a few dif-
ferent houses. Liquor played a big role in 
19th century elections.”

Outside the theater, 200 luminarias will 
line the sidewalk — a throwback to the 
150th anniversary of the county, where a 
big candlelight ceremony with descen-
dants of early county pioneers. Middle 
Davids Artisan Candles has created a spe-
cial bicentennial candle to light, as well.

“For so long, it seemed so far away. Now 
it’s here,” Pfeiffer said. “It’s been a lot of 
buildup to this, and we’ve so many great 
members on this bicentennial committee.”

News Edinburgh Courier6    MArch 8, 2023

SuBmiTTED PHOTO

A historic photo of the 1901 Franklin High School baseball team will be included in a slide-
show during the Johnson County Bicentennial kick-off on March 8 at the Historic Artcraft 
Theatre.

Johnson county Bicentennial Kick-off
What: A celebration recognizing the start of 

the county’s 200th anniversary year
When: 6:30 p.m. March 8, doors open at 6
Where: The Historic Artcraft Theatre, 57 N. 

Main St., Franklin
cost: Free and open to the public, though 

RSVPs are requested at  
historicartcrafttheatre.org/movie- 
and-events-schedule

County kicks off bicentennial year with special event
Party on

By Ryan Trares
DaILY JOUrNaL STaFF WrITEr



Allen County and Fort Wayne entered an 
interlocal agreement to help cover those 
repairs, Myers said.

Allen County dissolved its bridge fund 
via a vote by the Indiana General 
Assembly in 2002, and some local officials 
believe that is the route Johnson County 
should take, too.

With talk of potential legal action, 
Whiteland may join other towns and cities 
in pursuing potential litigation, Town 
Council President Joe Sayler said during a 
Feb. 15 town council meeting. Sayler is 
also a member of Greenwood’s legal 
department.

“I would certainly think that we should 
keep an eye on what the other municipali-
ties are doing,” he said. “I would imagine 
that with the scope of what (the county is) 
pushing off on other municipalities, which 
includes half-completed or projects that 
they’re abandoning, that this will likely go 
that direction.”

Also at that meeting, Whiteland Town 
Manager Jim Lowhorn said he was “not 
allowed a seat at the table” when county 
officials were talking about potentially 
eliminating the bridge fund.

Johnson County Attorney Adam 
Gadberry said he is confident county offi-
cials followed the proper legal procedures.

“Any response to any threats of possible 

litigation would just be speculative at this 
point,” Gadberry said in an email. 
“However, Johnson County followed all 
statutory requirements in the rescission of 
the Cumulative Bridge levy at the Johnson 
County Board of 
Commissioner’s Dec. 5, 
2022 meeting.”

Under Indiana law, the 
governing body that 
implements a tax levy 
may reduce or rescind 
the annual levy if “a 
political subdivision con-
siders it advisable.”

EDIT revenue
In August, the Johnson 

County Council approved 
a 0.2% Economic 
Development Income 
Tax, or an EDIT. The tax 
will generate money for 
the county government 
and Johnson County cit-
ies and towns starting 
this year.

The county govern-
ment is set to receive an additional $4.4 
million a year, while another $6.7 million 
goes to cities and towns. Greenwood gets 
$2.8 million of that money annually, and 
Franklin $2.5 million.

“They have been gracious enough to tell 
us that we get that portion of the EDIT tax 
that they passed last year. So we should be 

grateful,” Sayler said at the Whiteland 
meeting. “I don’t think any municipality in 
the county is particularly satisfied.”

The EDIT revenue is much more than 
what was used to cover bridge and culvert 

repairs under the cumu-
lative bridge fund, Mastin 
said.

“In reality, they’re 
being blindsided with a 
bag of money to help take 
care of the infrastructure 
within those communi-
ties,” Mastin said. “It 
doesn’t seem like a terri-
ble deal,”

He added the county 
did consider the financial 
impact on the cities and 
towns, and officials 
believe the EDIT fund 
supplements that.

“It’s not as if the coun-
ty had not considered the 
impact on the cities and 
towns, and this change 
occurred at a time every-
one is set to receive addi-

tional revenue of nine to 10 times the 
amount they were able to generate with 
the bridge fund,” Mastin said.

City and town officials already had 
plans on how to use the EDIT money 
before the bridge fund dissolved. Franklin 
officials planned to use some of the funds 
on other road repairs, Franklin Mayor 

Steve Barnett said.
Franklin officials plan to spend up to 

$2.5 million to repair streets across the 
city as part of the annual road mainte-
nance program. With the cumulative 
bridge fund gone, they will assume respon-
sibility of paying for 20 culverts and 13 
bridges, which will make funding those 
projects more difficult, Barnett said.

“It’s going to hurt our bottom line by the 
county taking away these funds,” he said. 
“When we go to replace culverts, we’re 
looking at $500,000 to $1 million, depending 
on permitting.”

Even with the EDIT generating more 
than $2 million for Franklin this year, the 
total cost of repairs might exceed that, 
negating any advantage, Barnett said.

The 2023 Greenwood budget allocated 
funding for six new full-time firefighting 
positions. The original plan was to add 
three, but with the EDIT, they doubled it.

It’s unreasonable for county officials to 
expect cities and towns to use the money 
they had already budgeted for other priori-
ties for bridge and culvert repairs, St. 
John said.

“Greenwood already has intentions for 
other uses for the money,” St. John said. 
“To say the EDIT tax can be used to cover 
bridges is like me telling my employees 
how to spend their paycheck.”

Daily Journal Multimedia News Editor Emily 
Ketterer, reporter Noah Crenshaw and Editor 
Leeann Doerflein contributed to this article.

Join Us In 
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EDINBURGH
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
306 East Main Street, Edinburgh, IN 46124

www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Presbyterian-Church

Traditional
Sunday Worship  
10am in person  

and Live Streamed 
on Facebook
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EDINBURGH SEPARATE
BAPTIST CHURCH

905 S. Main St. • Edinburgh, IN 46124
812-526-2225 • edinburghseparate@att.net

Pastor Danny Bailey
Sunday School

10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
Evening Worship

6 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer

Service 7 p.m.
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WHO SO EVER WILL
623 Eisenhower Drive • Edinburgh

812-526-5435
Pastor Stacey Tucker and Congregation 

Welcome you.
Sunday School & Children’s

Church 10 AM
Sunday Worship 11 AM

Sunday Eve. Service 6 PM
Wednesday Worship &

Youth Service 7 PM

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Transportation available.  Nursery provided.
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FROM PAGE 4

BrIDGES aND cULVErTS 
IN JOhNSON cOUNTY 

Greenwood: 86 culverts, 18 bridg-
es

Franklin: 20 culverts, 13 bridges
Bargersville: 30 culverts, six bridg-

es. All covered under interlocal agree-
ment except one culvert.

Edinburgh: Four culverts, no bridg-
es

New Whiteland: No culverts, two 
bridges

Princes Lakes: Six culverts, no 
bridges

Trafalgar: Nine culverts, no bridges
Whiteland: Five culverts, three 

bridges
Unincorporated Johnson County: 

558 culverts, 115 bridges
Source: Luke Mastin, Johnson 

County Highway Director

Bridges



3099 N. MortoN St., (U.S. 31) FraNkliN, iN
MON-FRI 8 AM TO 8 PM  •  SAT 8 AM TO 6 PM

No Credit, Poor Credit...
WE FINANCE YOU!

317-648-7660
www.f letcherchrysler.com

Collision Center
Free estimates!

over 50 Years of 
experience

m-F 7:30-5:30pm

2021 #P15357 

Jeep Cherokee Latitude$28,990JeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeepJeep Cherokee LatitudeJeep Cherokee LatitudeJeep Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude Cherokee Latitude
5.2 V-6, Leather, Heated Seats, Heated Steering Wheel

2021 #t22934a

$39,995 V-6, Elite, AWD, Leather, Heated Seats, 
honda passport

2020 #P15326

$34,900 Jeep WrangLer$34,900$34,900$34,900 Jeep Jeep Jeep Jeep Jeep Jeep Jeep Jeep WrangWrangWrangWrangWrangWrangWrangWrangWrangLLLererererer
2.0 Turbo, Auto, Safety Group, Soft Top

2022 # t22509a

ram 1500 Bighorn$46,990 rrramamamamamamramr  1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn 1500 Bighorn$46,990$46,990$46,990$46,990 5.7 Hemi, Pwr Seat, Pwr Pedals, 20” Chrome Wheels

*all prices plus tax and title

#P153882022

$47,990 2.0 Turbo, Auto, Hard Top, Heated Seats
Jeep WrangLer ruBiCon

Fletcher

2017 #t22810a

V-8, Lifted w/ custom wheels, leather
ford f-250 sd$54,990

2021 # P15278

$39,990 2.04cyl, Hard Top, Islander Edition, Auto
Jeep WrangLer unLtd

2020 #1521Ba1

$60,990 2500 6.6 Duramax, High Country, Snow Plow Prep
Chevy siLverado

2021 #P15398

V-6, softtop, Rubicon, 6spd, manual, tow
Jeep WrangLer unLtd$48,990

2016 #CON171898a

V-6, Hard Top, Leather, Pwr Windows
WrangLer sahara$27,990
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2019 #t22730a

$45,990$45,990$45,990$45,990 3.6 V-6, Hard Top, Auto, NAV, Tow, Soft Top Included$45,990$45,990$45,990$45,990Jeep WrangLer unLtd ruBiCon

a new vehicle

2020 #C8067a

V-8 supercharged, Wide Body, 350 miles, A Must See!

dodge ChaLLenger 
heLLCat redeye$92,990

2022 #t22801B

Jeep WrangLer$52,990 JJeepeepeepeepeepeep Wrangeep Wrangeep Wrang Wrang Wrang Wrang Wrang Wrang Wrang WrangLLLererererer$52,990$52,990$52,990 20 Phev, Nav, Heated Seats, 10,000 miles


